
31 May 
1956 

The Dedication Services held on last Sunday will be long remembered. Your 
Pastor, Dr. Martin L. King Jr., delieverd a great sermon. We only wish that Dexter, 
in its entirety could have been here. 

So thank you again for your part in helping our Church to meet its responsi- 
bilities in the task ahead. 

Cordially yours, 
[signed] 
M. L. King, Sr. 

MLK/w 

TLS. DABCC. 

To E. T. Sandberg 

3’ May ‘956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

Sandberg, a professor at Wartburg College, had asked King about Gandhik influence 
in a 23 March letter.’ Sandberg suggested that since ‘)our movement and its defense in 
the present situation seems to dqend very largely upon proving that no mob violence 
was at the root ofthe so-called bus boycott, I believe that a published statement that the 
idea ofpassive resistance was cnztral would do your cause great good.” 

Dr. E. T. Sandberg 

Wartburg College 
Waverly, Iowa 

Dear Mr. Sandberg: 

First let me apologize for being so tardy in my response to your very kind letter 
of March 23.  Absence from the city on several occasions plus the accumulation of 
a flood of mail account for the delay. Please know that this was not due to sheer 
negligence, but to the pressure in the involved situation. 

Yes, the Ghandian influence has been at the center of our movement. Many of 
us have been impressed over the years with the method of passive resistance used 
so effectively in India by Ghandi. So in our struggle against the evils of segrega- 
tion in the South we feel that this weapon of passive resistance might be just as 
effective. We are using passive resistance as the method and love as the regulating 
ideal. 

I .  Edwin T. Sandberg received his B.S. (1943) from the University of Minnesota, M.A. (1945) from 
the School of Education at University of Minnesota, and Ph.D. (1951) from the University of Indiana. 
After teaching at Buena Vista College in Storm Lake, Iowa, he became an English professor at Wart- 

276 burg College in 1953. 
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We certainly appreciate your interest in our movement. Your suggestions are 

With every good wish, I am 

May 1956 
certainly helpful. Please feel free to write us any time. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 
MLKb 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 65.4. 

“Walk for Freedom” 

May ‘956 
New York, N.Y. 

King’s statement for Fellowship, the journal of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, is 
based on a halfhour interview recorded by Glenn Smiley on 28 February. In  the article 
King recounts the bombing of his home on30 January and his speech to the throng 
outside. Fearing that %violence was u possibility, ”he urged the crowd to “manifst 
1ove”and to “carry on the struggle with the same dignity and with the same discipline 
that we had started out with. ” A  photograph of King speaking to the crowd that night 
graced the cover of the magazine. 

The present protest here in Montgomery on the part of the Negro citizens, 
grows out of many experiences-experiences that have often been humiliating 
and have led to deep resentment. The Negro citizens of Montgomery compose 
about 75% of the bus riders. In riding buses, they have confronted conditions 
which have made for a great deal of embarrassment, such as having to stand over 
empty seats, having to pay fares at the front door and going out to the back to get 
on, and then the very humiliating experience of being arrested for refusing to 
get up and give a seat to a person of another race. 

These conditions and those experiences have now reached the point that the 
Negro citizens are tired, and this tiredness was expressed on December 5, when 
more than gg percent of the Negro bus riders decided not to ride the buses, in a 
protest against these unjust conditions. This protest has lasted now for many, 
many weeks and it is still in process.’ 

I. The editors omitted King’s discussion of the city’s response to their demands: “It is still continu- 
ing because we have failed to get any consideration from the city officials on our proposals. They were 
very moderate, they certainly fitted within the framework of the present law, and we insisted, and we 
still insist, that the city commission could do these things without a lot of trouble, without changing 
the foundation of the community. We felt however, that if we could be granted these proposals, this 
would at least be a temporary alleviation of the problem, knowing that the ultimate solution would be 
in the total eradication of segregation itself. However, we have not received any consideration on 
these proposals, and we are still involved in the protest” (King, interview by Smiley, 28 February 1956). 277 
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